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Dear Members and Friends,

Hey hey! Feel the weight? Fesl the extra bulk?
Feel the quality? ['m talking newslatter here
specifically the one vou are holding in your
claws, As part of our review of the situation
we've upped the size of Vette Torque an extra
4 pages, tossed in a professionally printed
codour front and center page and kept the
price where it was. What the hell® Hang the
expense, make it all colour. In publishing
terms this is Big Mews. Usually colour and
page increases of this size have a direct
relation to you being asked for more moolah
at membership renewal time but in this case
it ain't s0. This rag is priceless of course
What it means is that with extra pages I've
now got the space to include stuff you would
not necessarily have seen previously.

Greg Walker and his talented staff at CDC
Graphics is responsible for the quelity of this
publication. Thanks for your generosity and
assistance Greg.

March 25th was to be the dav | erjoy a little
country hospitality at the Brookten Old Time
Motor Show. That was until somenne in the
Department of Transport decided | should,
along with nineteen other Club Vehicle
Examiners, spend the day at an examiner's
workshop at their Welshpool facility. The day
went well and | am now registered to examine
vehicles which are more than 25 years old and
eligible for elub license.

Whiteman Park playved host to | 300 dassic
cars on Sunday 9th April. Throw in the ideal
and unique setting of Whiteman Park, Motor
Museum, the village. 100 years of maototng
feature display and record public attendance
and you have the perfect car show - Well
Almost! A three car display from our club was
a pathetic effect. Yours truly was the idiot
waiting outside the entrance gate at &30 am
to hand out passes. Zeljka & Jacky Sunjich, Lyx
Lees & Esther Brockwell put in the eFort to
display their cars and keep yvours Tuly
company during the day. | would like to

remind all club members that Whiteman Park
Classic Car Show Is the major fund raiser for
the Combined Car Clubs Association who are
responsible and maintain the very generous
licensing rules we all enjoy in this State. We
have an obligation to attend this car show
My other beef is that along with our 3 cars
there were a couple of Vettes in other club
displays. Corvettes look impressive in
numbers, not in with a bunch of old American
or Australian cars. Lets all unite guys. Maybe
next year?

Corvettes of WA is saddened at the loss of
two of our friends. Long time member of our
club, Steve Wake will be remembered by our
older club members. To Steve's children our
sincere condolences. Gerry Dullon-Smith has
written a tribute to Steve later in this
newsletter. Also our condolences to Laurie
Whittome on the passing of Nadia. We will
miss these people. Our thoughts are with the
families in this time of sadness.

Included with this newsletter is an invitation
to present your Corvette in an historic
document. This superbly presented hardoover
publication features a chronology of
Australia’'s finest Corvettes in full colour. This
initative of the Queensland Corvette Club Inc
wollld be well worth considering.

Special Thanks . . . To our advertisers;
THE Famous Motor Car Company,
CorverTe Oz,
CORVETTE ENGINEERING.

Thanking you for your support, we look
forward to a long and enjovable association
Enquiries regarding advertising to be directed
to the Editor

Printed by ‘-nn‘ —n

40 Wickham 5t, East Perth
Ph 9325 9589 Fax: 9325 8714
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The Sound of Silence-

The Closing of the Flint Engine Plant

On the moming of September 28, 1999,
between the hours of 830 and 10:30, the
last Flint V8 engine, a 350-cubic inch.
block destined for usage in a truck, made
its way down the line to the ever
increasing sound of silence as each
station that added a component to this
last engine shut down for the final time
Line workers who had been emploved at
the Flint ¥& engine plant for decades
wept and hugged their fellow workers
knowing that they would no longer be
working side by side and that an
important chapter of GM history had
ended

This story began in December 1951
when, because of the
Korean conflict,
construction started on
what would be a new
plant that would build
parts for an airplane
engine that Chevrolet was
assembling for the Air
Force. When the conflict ended

in Korea, GM decided to use the facility
ta bulld the new VB engine that was to be
used in Chevrolets. The plant covered one
million square feet, and as the years
progressed and additional buildings were
added to the existing structure, the floor
space had doubled to two million square
feet! It had become the largest engine
plant under one roof Work was
completed in 1953 and the first V8, a 265-
zubic-inch engine, was built July @, 1954
During that forty-five vear time frame over
45 million engines were produced:

15 688,363 to be exact. Included in this
figure were varied configurations of

2 Welte Torgue

engines were produced;
45,688,363 to be exact,

engines encompassing the T4 Chevette
engine, which during the oil embargo
outpaced the production of the V&
engine.

The 150-cubic-inch engine was the most
prolific seller In the 1960° s through the
eafly "7 5 there were 169 different
versions of this engine alone. Adding to
the overall figure was partial machining
of blocks and heads for NASCAR racing
engines. Service ergines and partial
englnes totaled over 2.4 million units.
Flint V& also suppl ed engines for the
Excalibur and Avanti sports cars,
motorhomes and postal vehicles. In
addition to automobile engines the Flint
plant also built marine,
truck, Hyster fork truck,

During that forty-five year iRl Pt
time frame over 45 million BRI

Flint V& produced a large
number of the parts
needed for engine
production under irs
own roof. Blocks, cylinder heads,
connecting rods, exhaust manifolds, inlet
manifolds, water pumps, ring gears.
automatic and manual flywheels.
camshafts, crankshalts, and pistons were
all machined at the Flint plant. For a time
the plant may have housed one of the
largest tool & die shops in the world.
Change began around 1982 when parts
that had always been produced in Fling
were farmed out to other plants. First the
exhaust manifald production was
discontinued, then the inlet manifold
work was taken away. Ten years later on
February 24, 1992, plant employees
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gathered around closed-circuit televisions
and listened to Richard Donnelly, a Group
Vice-President of the Engine Division at
GM, announce the closing of the Flint V8
engine plant. The plant closing, he told
them, would take place in 1995, That
closing would be postponed three or four
times before it finally occurred in 1999

Ihe building that supplied every small
block V& engine to the Comvette since
[955 to | 996 was closing!

'he last two engines built at Flint V8 were
shipped on Thursday, September 30,1999,
and will reside in places far different than
their intended uses. One will be housed
in the lobby of the new L6 plant and the
olher will ba on exhibit at the Sloan
EEN

'he last day that any person would be
working at the plant finalizing last minute
details would occur December 22, 1999
The “final shutdown” day when power and
water would be shut off to the plant
happened December 23, 1999, Marine
and older service engines will now be
built in Toluca, Mexico. S5t. Catharines

Canada will produce the 305 and 350
Generation | E truck engines.

The Flint ¥ 8 engine plant employed
thousands of workers and around 1978
there were approximately 6,500 workers
By 1999 those figures had dwindled to
about 1,500. The new plant will only nesd
600 to &850 hourly workers and, along with
management, the entire work force will
total approximately 800 personnel! The
LA plant, as it will be called, will produce
an in-line 6-cylinder engine that will have
an aluminum block and heads with steel
zleeves capable of producing 280hp! A
limited number of pilot line engines will
be built in the new plant in July 2000
Actual production will begin in [anuary
2001 and should become fully
operational by lanuary 2003.

The Flint V& Engine Plant is silent now
and, by the time you read this
demolition will have started and another
piece of GM and Corvette history will be
gone - but the small block residing in
your Corvette is testimony that a part of
Flint V& lives on. ™

T

=

December 1951 the star of constrsction at what would become Chevrolet Fling ¥-8 Engine Plant
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STAR CARS FOR SALE in the USA

& 1967 Classic Corvette is for sale which belongs
rey Riclky Van Sheltonn who is a well known
country singer/songwriter selling more than 10
millicn albums in his career. He's won Cauntry
Musle Assoclation's Horizon Award [ 1988) and
its Male Vocalist of the Year (1989). He's alsoa
perennial favourite at the fan-voted TNNMusic
City Mews Country Awards, from which he's
taken home thirteen awards, including two for
Entertainer of the Year. Ricky's children's books.
Tales From A Duck Named Quacker, have sold
mare than 200,000 copies - and Shelton and his
wife Bettye published the books themselves
Ricky van Shelton and his Corvette were
featured in “Country America” macazine in a 4
colour spread. Of course, the title and
registrations are in Ricky's name as he has
pwned this car since 1994

Ancther Star Car for sale, a 1967 Corvette
Convertible which was featured in the recent hit
movie "Cenalr” with Nicholas Cage, lohn Cusack,
and Jjohn Malkovich. Conair is the story of a
prison flight hijacked by it's passengers and one
man's desire just to be home with his family.

The car and it's double perform as many stunts
in CONAIR as it's humr an counterparts. Also,
Disney's name slill appears on the paperwork.

Yet another famous Corvette for sale, this one
had a guest shot as EWis Presley's Comvette in
Universal Studic's release of “Ocleber Sky” in
early 1999, The film is based on NASA's Homer
Hickman's memaoir "Recket Boys™. Set against
the back drop of the late 50's in Coalwood, West
Virginia, Homer and his friends build a rocket
against all odds. "Cetader Sky” took the 1999
Humanities Award beating out the likes of
“Saving Private Ryan” and “A Civil Action,” Check
out this car's short but pivetal role on video or
OV,

ROCK STAR CAR- Melallica's Kirk Hanintel
recently purchased a very nice Onyx Black 1957
Corvette. This car is a mid 1980's body aff
restoration with Red interior. Kirk had his "57
delivered to California where he plays bass for
the Metallica, one of rock’s hardest working and
mast successful bands of the nineties.
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CORvette tRIVIA QUIZ &
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Here are fust a fow quesiions to improve wour Corvelle Enowiledge! o

%

What voltage electrical system 15 to be found In the 1935 model Vette? £e

e

What was the fissk ¥ear that white sidewall tyres could be ordered as an option? ";I'L

b

The sery last Corvette to be built in 1973 had a serial number ending with E’

34 464, This isn't the number that were actually built! How many were ‘;f;

prod uced” ot

)

15 it likely to have a 1977 Corvette with factory opticned glass moof panels? SE:.

in 1986 a new vehicle anti-theft system was introduced which required a special :.‘

igniticn key with an embedded pellet Lock cylinder contacts measured the g:ir

pellets electrical resistance belore allawing start. How mans varlants of the ey

pellet were there? L..-?:I

In which year was the National Consette Museum opened? ,}:

Totally Stumped? You' ! find the answers oo paae 7 E”:

A

B R P R R
4
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on a Member

Members Name: Esther Broockwell
Phone: Hm 9274 8598

Born (Place, Month & Star Sign):
Subiaco, March, Aries

Job Description /Occupation: Part
time dance teacher

Name of Spouse or Partner: Nones. If
you think your sligible, send name &
telephone number of bank manager!

Number of Children: None ( including cat—one)
Pets: 2 cats, 2 horses

What I do when I'm not breathing Corvettes: (hobbies & interests) Dancing /
going to Parth Wildeats games / playing on "the net”.

My Corvette/s: (detalls) Sllver 1887 Conwvertible {(automatic)

My Dream Vette & Why? 1930ish convertible—just love the shape and dual
headlights

Greatest Cruisin' Experience: Whanever the US fleet 12 in town

Music you'd hear in my car stereo: Elvis and occcasionally PMFM and S8FM

Who rides in my passenger seat: Yeah right!! How can you pose with someone in
the other seatl|

Corvette pet peeve: "Oh, you own a Corvette - you must be really rich" and the
prica of new tyresl!

My favorite Book? Last Train to Memphis & Careless Love (both on Blvis)
Music? Elvis and top 40
Movie?
Food? Mum's roast dinner
Movie Btar? Elvis (dead) Too many to list (alive)
Restanrant /café? Anywhers with great service and good prices

Length of M /Ship in Corvettes of W.A.: Not quite a year
Reason For Buying a Vette: 215t birthday present
I anjoy my Vette most when? It's not raining ( it leaks)

g
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Farewell to a friend:
Steve Plant - Wake

Steve's pone! | still can't believe it Just ten short

years ago Stewe joined our stall as a meat boner
There are times in our lives when we meet
comenne new and, immediately, we take a liking
ta that individual. Such was the case with Steve
We coon discovered we had a common intersest
a passion to own a Conelle Steve was S0
anvious when my 77 arrived. It wasn't long after
that he bought a red [975 coupe. Great times
were had together talking and comparing our
Vettes all week then polng on cluk cutings on
weekends Owur passion and relationship gres
His vibrant personality and his determination
and winning ways and positive hard working
attitude to life ware, and still are, motivation bor
Gloria and myself and for all those e touched
Sreve lovasd his two chilldren . he would always

have one or both of them when he cames on club
mins
Late December 1990 Sieve disappeanesd . Eleven

weeks later Police were Lo lind him in remate
bush land mear York. He had taken his own lile,
for what reason i= his own secret I anvone can

explain to me why this sort of thing happens,
please share it with me because | am confusad
We will miss you Steve. Farewell to a great friend
and Corvette enthuslast. RIP

erry Dhtfon-Smith

Our policy includes

* Apreed value cover
* Choice of repairer
* Faultless excess

¢ Roadside assistance

Insurance Brokers

THE FAMOUS
MOUTOR CAR COMPANY

MOTOR VEHICLE INSURANCE

Call us on 9221 8100 for a quetation on your

VETERAN, VINTAGE, CLASSIC
OR COLLECTABLE CAR

Oplions

* Wedding Use
¢ Club racing

* Laid up cover

The Famous Motor Car Company in
conjunction with Tyler & Associates

Discounts for club
membership &
multi vehicle
policies

The Hyatt Centre
87 Adelaide Tce Perth WA 6000
Tel: 9221 8100 Fax: 9221 8122
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GST and all that

Despite all the hype going on that G5T is pood
for you, it's only good for you if you ouy before
the 30th June. Mo matter what the authorities say
or do, imported Corvette parts and labour
charges will go up by 10%. We are nat
scaremongering or trying to con anyone. I you
leave it until after 30th June you will pay 105
extra. The ACCC has been pounding the table
about retailers making extra profits and the
draconian penalties they will apply. n our
segment of the market, importing costs will
determine prices, ot any rules from them, The
impact of tax reform on cur own costs will
obvicusly be dependent on the cost savings that
are passex] on by our own suppllers

At Corvette Engineering we are GST ready as far
as the mechanics of collecting from you and
sanding it to Canberra, but we are recking our
brains trying to think of ways to reduce the costs
bo you, the customer. We are talking to our
suppliers in the USA but they have their own
problems and we are pretty stretched because of
the exchange rate. It is highly unlikely that we
can reduce our prices by 10% but we will sure do
what we can. So the message is, do your
shopping early! Once the 1st July arrives we have
ta charge you GST.

That's the law,

The floating dollar is
down to the Gunwales.

The australian dollar is wallowing! Who cares

W all do. almost all our parts are imported and
a low dollar means a higher price or the shelf
Misch of our current stock was bought at &5 to
the s dollar, At time of going to press the dollar
was under ollc, That's an 8% increase, Add that to
GET and we @ee in the stratosphers, Message,
By ab current prces before 30th lune, From
Corvette Enginesring.

Whats all the fuss about
GM FOOD?

In the pastfew years, the letters G and M have
taken on avhole new mle in the world, The G
now stands for genetically and the M for
modified. Sometimes they are also teamed with
£ for organsm. Things gre moving so fast that
it's hard foranyone who doesn't work in genetics
to keep up. 50 what's it gfl about? Why do some
people thisk GM i5 cause for global celebration
while others are worried that it's an impending
disaster? Where shoyld the rest of us find our
place in belween?

STOLEN & STOLEN # STOLEN

All Club members are eguested to keep an aye

ot for thess vehides |f anyone should offer

therm to vou, OF Eheir moto s, gearboxes or parts,

please phone the Club or the Police immediately.

B 1970 Camette 454 Agen Coupe. White with
black interior, Old, Rego Mo, 600HE

M 1984 Comette 350 7y Autto Coupe. WA Rego
Burgandy paint Sigon REWARD.

sWERS [O trivId OUesIIONS:
Y LR ]W .

Al In 1955 electrical systerns were changed to 12
valt, excepl for the siy qylinder models which
continued [0 uss the gy wor It system commaon Lo

the 1953-5%

A2, |62

A3, In the 1973 mode] year. 4000 serial numbers
were newer bullt, Prducticon totalled 30,464, and
the unused VIN numbers were 24 001 through
28000

A4, Mo, Ealy 1977 eptiones 1istings contained
CCI glass mof panels byt these were never
available during 1977 dje €0 & marketing
exclusivity dispute bergean Chevrolet and the

panel vendor
AS. Fifteen in all

AB. 1004, on September thve 2nd in Bowling
Green, Kentucky
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GM is back in the Drivers Seat

When GM and Corvette announced
their intentions to gel back into racing in
1992 1 like many other Corvette
enthusiasts, was very excited! After a
class win at the 1999 Rolex 24 Hour
Daytona race | thought it would be hard
to top the initial excitement in 2000

Soon after the 99 race season,
rumours of better things to come for
Corvette started to surface. As the 2000
Rolex Race drew near, rumour turned
into reality as Corvette announced a 7
liter LS-1 engine that could truly
compete with the "VIPER". Early testing
at Daytona by the Corvette teams
confirmed that we had
a winning
combination.

Saturday February
Sth and RACE DAY
The cars warmed up
on the track, lead by
that beautiful
Millennium Yellow C5 Pace Car.
Promptly at 1.00 PM, the race started!
Many of the early favourites had trouble
and were in the pits soon after starting.
The C5 / Viper battle continued
throughout the race with both teams
battling to make it to the front
Transmission problems forced the #4
Corvette aut of the race and an empty
fuel tank on the #3 Corvelle gave
everyone a scare as valuahle time was
ealen up "coasting” into the pits

Sunday moming the Viper was

running first in class and first OVERALL
Comveltle was close behind, second In

Class and second OVERALLD 111 All those
forelgn sports cars wore Chasing 1w
grealt Amerlcan cars lor the lead! | Time
was running out and the C% plt crew wias
LIS sy Bl K | !|||:1 I |||+ s il 1hae
o] The decision was made (O leaye

o Welle Tidgiie

What a proud day for the
Corvelte Racing team, GM,
and the Corvetle fans who were and elected to
waltching all over the world.

Ron Fellows in the drivers seat for the
remainder of the rzce. This proved to be
a good call as cul down on pit stop
times and left a great driver in the seat
for the finish

With less than two hours remaining.
the Corvette was only 44 seconds behind
the lead Viper and the good news was
that Ron Fellows was gaining about 2-4
seconds per lap. Corvette fans were
timing laps and calculating how many it
would take before the #3 Corvette would
overtake the VIPER

A crash late in the race brought out
the caution flag and the pace car Ron
Fellows pitted
and got gas and
tires. The Viper
teamn did not pit

hold on to the
lead through the
yellow. The pace
car dropped out and they were racing
again. The lead had been cut to 35
seconds. It all came down to the last lap
with the #3 Corvette gaining 4 more
seconds on the Viper, but not enough to
take the win.

WHAT A FINISH! | The Corvette team
finished second in class and second
overall. Additionally, they set a record for
the closest finish ever at the Rolex 24
hour race - after 24 hours of racing, the
difference between 1st and 2nd place
was only 31 seconcs!

What a proud day lor the Comvette
Racing team, GM. and the Corvelle fans
who were watohing all esver the world
LeMang here we comelll]] b
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Brualchn comes alive to the rumble of

“the Vettes.”

EROOKTON OLD TIME MOTOR SHOW 25th March by "R|T"

8-45am , Tomeo's Garage - Karagullen . The'Sun was shining , the birds were singing and the
Vias were rumbling down the Brookton Highway to the Brockton oval and showgrounds, It was
tke first time that | have been to this show and | was impressed at the large number of city cars,
all makes, models, shapes and sizes making the effort. This was going to be a pood day!

On arrival everyone busied themselves wiping the grasshoppers from their windshields and
exrhanged tips on detailing prodicts and techniques | Darryl applied his "you beaut froth and
bubble® tyre dressing while my window cleaner took my néw "Corvette” decal straight off!

The show was humming, other di
engines, medieval jousting. ya
racing, sheep shearing
and heaps of
atalls where
vou could
buy
everything
from old car
parts to trout
amd ostrich burgers.
(Ostrich burgers aren’t bad) |
The local cricket club had the mandatory

dunking machine In operation where for a buck | was able to

give a couple of the local lads a swimming lesson much to their surprise

lavs included vintage trucks | tractors and staticnary

On return to the camp
President |lerry was daing a
good job spreading the
Corvette word over the PA and
I think | heard lan being
interviewed about the size of
his donk!

By now that froth and bubble
stuff had dried and without
fesar of a doubt Darryl would
win the prize for best
presented Corvette by a
country mile and from the
amount of talking he was
doing could have sold the
beloved C4 many times over!

Abhout 3:00pm suffering a mild case of sunbum and having done my dough at the yabhbi races
we broke up and returned to the big smoke via York. Yes it was a good day and | recommend it
ta all next time it comes around.










MINDARIE MARINA GYMKANA

I st APRIL 200

The challenge was once again extended to
the Mustang Owners Club of WA to join
the Corvetters at the first Autokana event
for 2000 at a new venue, The Mindarie
Kevs Marina boatramp parking facility

On arrival at the location it became
ohvious that some people do not read
signs because
contrary o our
request we were
faced with
numerous Car
and boat trailer
combo's spread
out over the
parking area. With skilful placement of
the witch's hats a very Interesting and
challenging course was set

At 3 o'clock the event got undetr way and
with 23 registered drivers they set out to
beat the clack. The layout of the track
proved to be tight and challenging for
drivers and their cars. To keep speed
down a stop check point was included and
maonitored closely and those who didn't
stop were penalised 5 seconds. Any
overrun on comers which knocked over
witch's hats incurred a | second penalty
Competitors competed against the clock
over a total of & muns each (3 runs
clockwize and 3 runs anticlockwise with a
slightly modified layout) with the best two
runs in each direction being counted in
determining the winners

Out of 13 Comnveltes Lhat entered, the
master of the day was none other than
"Mr Smooth” - Darryl (Dazza) Lockhart
Omce again proving that you don't need
serious horsepower to win. A combination
of smooth forward motion and smooth
driving skill will get you to the Finish line

Once again the Corvetle
reigned as the supreme
machine which was semewhat ahermoon to monitor the stop
discouraging for the
Mustang guys

first. In saying that, you also must
remembser 1o stop at the line and not
knock over the witch's hats. Of course
your foot deesn't commute with the brain
as the adrenaline pumps faster than 780
Haolley with the secondaries wide open,
it's a rush and great fun. Aside from
everyone leaving a bit of rubber behind,
the event was without any major incldent
and basically ran like clockwork

A huge thanks go out to the
individuals who gave up their

watches, two way radios and
record the times.

The successful Corvetters at the
podium were;

Ist Darryl Lockhart 1984 Corvette
2nd Ron Flood 1969 Comvette
Ird CGerry Dutfon-smith 1977 Corvette

Once again the Corvelte reigned as the
suprems machine which was somewhat
discouraging for the Mustang guys. A
greal time was had by all who attended
and those who stayed on, an excellent
buffet dinner was available at the Reson
Hotel. Some members took advantage of
the special rates offered and stayed
overnight

The local channel 31 crew from Just
Cruising were at the event and filmed for
most of the alternoon. Ron Flood has a
copy should any member wish to bommow
which shows just how much fun you can
have in a car that doesn’t have a hack
seat

This will be a repular event so keep your
eyves open for it's next spot on the fun
calendar
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Letters, we get letters...

Alby Kalajzich,
Dear Tony. Att: Mr Tony Katavatis
Due to a number of circumstances | regrettably advise that | am
resigning from Corvetles of Western Australia
Apart from living in Melbourne | have sold my car and am feeling quite sad, ard it’s not from living in
Melbourme
My 70 Vet was sold to a voung enthusiast who is also a member of the Corvette Club in Victoria, he is
Lhrilled with the car and I'm sure it will have a good stable.
The purchaser was a member of the club for some time and had been testing the market for about 10
pears before committing, like they say there's a bum for every seat.
After the first inspection he requested ancther ook with some friends. Three guys from his
club gave the car the third degree and about 3 hours later advised him that it was a good buy
and all numbers matched
wou may not have heard the last from us as we are currently considening & move back to the states to
| ve for a few years and you wouldn't have to be smart to guess what is a high sriorty on the shopping
I"st
| think this time it will be either a §9 (car that is) of 86 but whatever it will have air conditionlng
| wauld like to take this oppartunity to thank you and the members of Comvettes Western Australia for
pour advise and friendship and hope one day we can once again be part of your club and enjoyable
company and go kor many more spins
Best regards.,
lennie and Alby Kalazich

Kim Byrnes

Tel./Fax.: (02) 9679 9286
Mobile: 0412 261 210

B/ 29 Caratel Crescent
BRECLALIBING 1N Marayong NSW 2148
VYETTE PART

BEnAMUNDER

Provided by Enthusiasts for Enthusiasts
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Breakfast at Burswood

lsm't it amazing the number of people who will gt up early on a cold Sunday moming when the
thought of a scrumptious break-ast that you don't have to prepare is on offer! Once again we
had a large and enthusiastic turm-out of people to the ‘Breakfast at Burswood morning. Good
company, plenty of Corvette chat and an amazing array of food tempted even those non
breakfast people into eating more than they normally would. Mind vou, | did see some
intaresting "tit-hits’ in the Asian section, | wasn't guite sure what to do with them, so they were

batter off left thers

Parking was quite busy as there was a Business expo on al the Dome, but some managed to
find parking at the Iront door, Corvettes certainly do catch everyone's eyel

We hope you all enjoyed yourselves, but I'm sure everyone felt that they didn't need to eat for
the rest of the day!

Many thanks to Sherul Gibdings Icr her organization and to everyone who attended

slies & Gentlemen 2.4 6.8 start new OfF
vour' || e |ake!

Flin -;_|':,'_ the Kat & Rosd Tunnere| iffe ENOINE i L= i Tosm & Liz Snjoying the 53_r|:.. Sunday
yourhrt & froit for breaky. That's Rod on the right without breaky while Lyn ponders the next
his disguise as sees in the last newslatter CorUrse
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New Club Me mbenrs

A hearty Corvette welcome to ¥ol... from evervone in the Club.

Peter & Sue Turner : 1985 350 Auto Coupe

Johno & Kave Cook : Not vet! Sfill looking

Allen & Wendy Myvles : 1976 White 350 5 spead

Brian & Valerie Morton : 1974 White 350 Auto Rag

Tony & Nicole Love : 1966 428 Auto T/Bird Convertible
Cain O'Sullivan & Sheree Elias : 1982 Auto Blue Coupe

Mick & Jeni Delich : 1981 Dark Purele 350 Auto Coupe
Graeme Turner : 1970 454 Luguna Grey 4 Speed Coupe

Did You Know? The cooling efliciency of any radiator 15 greatly determirad by the width and
design of the tubes carmying the coolant The greater the area where the tubess come in contact with
the conling fins, the greater the cooling capacity a radiator has, To incresgse the conlact area and
therefore conling efficiency, radiator tubes are designed to be wider and flatter. The width of tubes in
a brass radiator is limited by weight amd strength factors, Aleminium, on the other hand, allows
stronger, wider, lighter weight tubes resulting in increased cooling efficiencies as much as 50% . In
addition, the welded aluminium construction has prowen ta be stronger than lead-soldersd copper
brass radiators. In short, aluminium radiatoss dissipate heat far better, are considerably stronger
amd f|.|.=||'|1_|fr '.l.'l-,-.'|-:|"|| than brass radiatores
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FUTURE EVENTS CALENDAR

Listed below are dates for Club Meetings and Cutings please note them on your
Calendars or  Stick this page on your ‘fridge!! Try to plan all or some of them
into your social calendar, we'd like to see as many members as possible at our
events

Their back due te popular demand? | «Come to think of il Ueey never ended! ) Friday Nighl is Cervetle Cruise
Might. Wealher permitting of course. "We will weel af Speedis Roadside Kilchin Car-park, Stirling Highway,
inixl to Mosman Park Raibway Slation). Departire Time B:30pm  The Route will be decigded on the wighl
Enguirys to Greg Walker 3275 1305 or Bod Tunnercliffe 9364 5480

SUNDAY |8th JUNE 2000 : LES WOODRUFF BUICK MUSEUM RUN

For those who have nol had the spportunity to see this excellent collection (approx. 40 cars) and some

collec bable memarabilia this is ome nol o miss. Far he ladies who mag mel want o venture along make the
dllort Because he gardens surrownding this venue are spmething 1o fefiold. Family and friceds are alsa inviled,
Uhe mrore the mervier, Becawse that's how Les ikes it After the towr and look arownd we can crudse up the road
lo a local eatery for lunch, 11's wour chmice, Meel at Marmogin lnn, Armadale at | 0:00 am departing 10:15
sharp. Les Woedrull's Buick Museupe (s [ocaled o Albany Highway, Bedfordate. Cost 5 5500 ger persan,
wilh all proceeds to @ childrm s charily. For more informalion dall Ren 9448 3358

SATURDAY |5th JULY 2000 : MARGARET RIVER ROAD TOUR PAYMENT

Hew Duedes? 1t's time o send Dhal depesit in Jor our annwsl soufhern ovigration. Semd chegue (o "Corvelles of
Western Australia” for Margaret River Road Towr in October — Must be paid in full by this date for discount
riles= 2 mights S22 No bookings taken after 15t Auguwesl. Bing Skeryl on 9290 6438 for more information

TUESDAY 29th AUGUST 2000 : GENERAL MEETING

To by hefd at the Odin Tavern, Erindele Bd Balcatta. 7 30pm Come along and have a meal and drink pefore
Lhe meeling. Ring Sheryl 9299 6438 Jor mare informalion

WEEKEND |3th—15th OCTOBER 2000 : MARGARET RIVER ROAD TOUR

Time Lo blow the cobwebs oul of the Velle on o picturesguee run soulh te enjoy the winter delighls of The
Margarel River area in the slale’s Sovth="West. Stay af Margare! River Resort, which is central to wineries,
wondcrafl and art and craft gallerizs, dre molel affers fandastic 2 reom spa suites S130 per nigh! or pay early
and receive discownt rate. (S110.00 per wight). SAVE! SAVE! SAVE! |5 rosws anly. Once dgain give our
hard warking, ever reliable secretaryfsacial eraanczer a call f gou have ding gueshions

e 3 e 7 3 e 7 e e e e e e ke e e e ke e e e e e ke e e e e g o e e e ok
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Under the

with Tony Katavatis

Spongy Brake

We solve most 196582 Corvette brake problems by
replacing the corroded portions of the assemblies
with stainless steal companents

However, “spongy brake” or “lbess of pedal” often
called “air sucking”, bat it is really air pumping and
s an equally-serious brake problem.

11 order to understand the basics of this problem, it
iz first necessary to understand how the Coreette
rear axdedidise sub-assembly is anitially fabricated
When the car is first delivered the rear rotors and
exle shafts are riveted together. The key is the thin
section of the rotor flange, a high percentage of
which da not ran trise |perpendicular] to any
particular axle centre line

Because of this hasic problem, new rotors and axle
chalts are turmesd as matched riveled assemblies at
the |"=|r_1,r_1r'|r p'rir;lr to instal latkon in the car in ander o
produce perdect rotor face squareness o the axle
centre lines

Unfortunately, some unsuspecting owners or
mechanics often machine ar interchange rotors
This is a r-no &and the primary cause of the air
pumping problem. When the reworked disc s
reinstalled on the axbe flange, sometimes on the
opposite axle, a “wobbde plate” will be created as
the rotor turns. This wobble is correctly designated
E5 TIOtor run out”.

Because the caliper pistons are spring-loaded for
constant contact of the brake shoes to the rotors,
the pistons will move inand out describing a sine-
wave which is known to the knowledpeable as
‘piston knock-back”. Furthermore, because the
seals used on these pistons are cup-type, they
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cause the pistons to become very effickent air
pumps. This occurs as kollows: as the piston moves
toward the rotor a small vacuum is deseloped
under the piston or the hydraulic side. Since there
is theen a differential pressure betwesn atmasphearic
air and the hydraulic area [the outer seal dust boot
is nat a hermetic seal) 2ir enters the hydraulic
chamber past the relaxed lower seal As the plston
reverses its travel, the lower seal expands
preventing the air rom escaping and pushes it into
the Fuid (like check valves in a pump). The more
run-out in thes motos the longer the travel (stroke) of
the piston and the greater the aif walume pumped
In fact rotors with run-oat in the neighbourhood of
(030 inches will cause the pedal to go to the floor
hefore ane can drive across town. Interestingly this
air pumping problem s on-existent in single
piston disc brakes and «arly four piston designs not
utilizing retum springs. ~his is of course because
these brakes are not constant-contact types. albeit
not as responsible as Corvette brakes. A pulsating
pedal during braks application is the anby adverse
effect in these designs if the rotor has excessive
run-oat.

For this reason it is not advisable to remove the
springs to solve the problem. A second
consequence of spring removal can also ause
piston-in-the bore cocking with possible jamming
and total brake fallure

Having defined the protdem we then derived the
ol levwving rules: ‘When redoing Corvette rear brakes
avoid turning rotors. Do not count on a nesw robor
to solve the problem. Fer tatal overhauls when the
axle shafts are also out of the car, we strongly
recommend that rators 1o be used be turmed on a
lathe with the axle shaft as a bolted assembly and
kept topether 5 a matched set thereafter

If air pumping is suspected, check rear disc run-oart
and bearing end-play using a dial indicator for most
accurate results. Total alowable end-play plus run-
cart should not exceed 009 inch on rear wheels
Excessive end-play can only be cormrected by
read|ustment of rear whesl bearing which also
recyidifes that the axle shaft be first removed In
addition the offending wheel can also be identified
by the continued recurrence of air bubbles during
bleeding of the caliper located at the aut-of-spec.
whesl

For front wheels repackig and adjusting wheel
bearings is all that is required, After adjustment
maximim alkvwable bearng snd-play plis on-cart
shoulkd not exceed 010 inch



1%7% Corvette Compe 350 auto red black trim very
original RHD 528 300 call Bob 9405 4300

1982 Corvette Collector Coupe Full history, very
original low miles conversion by Conmtte
Enginearing 350 Aulo, Ph Geonge 9300 3530

1964 Corvette Convertible rego VETRd 327 4 speed
LHD green restored S92E ono
Ph Gecrge 9309 3930

1977 Corvette Coupe pood condition. body kit, dark
blue Ph Lloyd 9459 8062

1985 Corvette Coape 150 auto glass roof runs well
needs tidy up, blackgraphite int can e LHD S17.000
Ph. Tony 9446 6143

1987 Grey Coupe Carvette Engineer ng conversion
350 auto excellent condition Ph Domenic 9377 1023

1969 Corvette Coupe 350 4 speed light blue duco
with black trim original cond, LHD 530,000 abo
Fh Armando 9300 3507

1970 Corvette Convertible 427 dspeed totally
rebuilt RHD yellow paint must see ovar S50K spent
oy restogation Soflers Ph Geonge 93099 910

1988 Corvette Coupe best in WA charcoal matallic
reluctant sale Ph Thomas 9349 6441

1974 350 4 speed Corvette RHD lic ed
Ph Ray Moxham 9274 4747

1970 454 390HP 4 =
restored to origingl

Corvethe
Lic LHD

Coupe Fully
n'l':F'd hﬁl
black interior
rth s price Ul
throw in am electric fry pan. Call now
and pleas money. Lyn 9493 1034

1978 Corvette silver coupe 350 auto oyster interior
rebailt transmission mew tyres

Fh Tomy 9250 1237

1968 Corvette Convertible 127 4 spesd blue with

Black int. fully restored by Corvette Emginesring Best
in Aus! Ph Tom or Vicki (8 9934 [ 714

Heavy Duty Stabiliser Bars front £ rear suit 63-27
Vette Ph Tony 9445 7737

Fibreglass moulds to make ‘81 style bumpers also
meould o make turbo hood Ph Tony 2445 7737

Factory Wheeks 19851087 & Sx06 Podished  S0ller
Creg 9275 1305

Wheel Adaptor Kit 5400 to fit 167 B4-A7 wheels 1o
1968-82 Ph john 9178 2%k

1997 LTI Convette Engine & 6 speed . dose 50
mibes, complete with computer, AC L albernator
cbfers accepted 510,500 Ph George 9300 3930

1978 Pace Car 350 Auto 31,000 original miles
Collectors dream all documentation SPOs
call Joel 9300 8514

- RHD, Chwrieesd by e

1971 Corvette 454 Coupe
since 1987, LS5, 4 SPD, AIR, PW, PS, PB, T/T, Nos
batch 535k - 540k Ph alan 0407 TT4% 430

197% Corvette Coupe. LHIY. Mice car Mew red
paint, New interior, New rubbers, Light wiring done
Asking 520,000 Call Alan 0407 779 489

1974 Corvette Convertible. LHD. Rare original car.
T50ci, New Interior, Suto, AR, PW, PS5, PB, T,
6,000 miles. Still has OE ‘74 exhaust system fitted
irarz} and some documentation. #int original top
Mechanically excellent. Needs new paint, fight
wiring done, a great car. Asking 528,500

Contact Alan on Q40T T 4059

1973 Corvette Coupe. LHD. Cood “all there Big
Block:", LSS 454, Auto, AIR, PW. PS5, PB, T/T, Nos
Match. Hard to get these now, still has all pollution
equipment fitted and original exhaust manifolds
Meeds cosmetic restoration but mechanically is wery
strong. Asking 528,500 Contact Alan on 0407 779 484

1969 Corvette Convertible. LHD. Body on
restoration. 350ci 300hp, AIR, PW, PS, PB, Nos
Match. 84 0 miles A very nice car with new Monza
red paint. new whike top ples lots of e trim pais
Asking reasonable offer

Contact Alan om (407 779 485

1970 Convertible dark blus new paint tan trim OLED
conversion AC PS T/T new soft top 350 auto new
condition 542,000 Ph Bob 9300 1172

GM side pipes penuine complete set with Latony
side covers & mounting hardesare sult small block
MEW | paid 53,750 10 years ago. Looking for al leas
this amount to sell Call Gavin 9454 57%6

Intake manifold Big block used genuine G8in
exce|lent orlginal condition Part §39615%0  52%)
Call Gavin 9454 5756

Corvette rear wing sust B4 Vette onwards 5150 Ph
Gavin 9454 5756

Ground effects body kit complete with reur wing
Sukt B4 £ 93 talk to Stwart SITR 2020 (1)
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Vette Scene

This year, 8th to 1&th May Torga Tasmania 2000
will =aa a record number of starars. and
amdargst thoss will Be hee Convelles from
Australig, 320 vehicles from 1915 to 2000
models will porlicipate in what is o veny unigue
evant in the world motor sport calendar. Tha
three Yaltes represent thiee eras although all
heail from Queanstand, Brian Leasroyd will dive
a pewter 2000 Corvette Hardiop, nimning the
stock englne and & speed frans-axla. Dennks
Comol will be in his silver 1984 coupea, while
Andraw Maikde i moking his first attempt ot
Targa Tosmania in o Daytona Yellow 1970
Coretie Converfible, running o big block 502
mated with a 4 speed M22 gaarboo.

I am sure | speak for all Carvette Lovers when |
wish all involved good luck ond safe racing!
While an route to Tasmania, Andrew Meikle
participated in the Sydney Convention and
guess who got to have a ride in this owsome
maching? Our veny own Colin Morris! Colin and
Hoursen Momis were fthe only representatives
fram the west ot this yeass Sydney Convention.
Althcugh withoul thelr cars they had o good
time. Colin's report on ihe Convention will be In
the next newslettar Hext year's convention witl
be held in Brisbane. | would suggest all our
members consider ottending.

Helindo Mackay is a local artist who
speciolises in pointing portraits of cars If
anyane s interested in having an oil painting
of thedr car or would ke 1o enguirg about It
call Felindo on 9339 4289, &s we oll know the
price varies with size. Average cost is about
£300.00 including frame.

If you happen to be in Melbowrne this Oclober,
2Tth—2%th. ke=p in mind the Corvette
Chatlange 2000 hosted by Corvattes of
Helbourne Cor Club. Held on the Winlon
Roceway Benalla, this 5 o must oo Corvette
event.

Gary Cowans wha is now working in Switzerand
reports that besides going fo the Geneva
HMotor Show, hie has been o a Deep Purpla
Rock concert at Interlakin, Turkey for Eastar
and went to Galipaili on Anzac Day Good 1o

hear from you Gany
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How about o mid engine C6 Comnvette? Reports
are soying w&'ll have one n 20031

Lyn Lees beautiful 1970 LS5 has found o new
home in Graeme Turne's garage. Atthough
Gigeme lives in Harrogn, 'm sure we'll s2e him
an a few of our oulings.

Problams with Lead Replocement Petrol (LAP)
are being addressed and a better mix should
s0an be available in WA, That's the word from
8F senior fuel engineers. The biggest problem
with LRP is the woay It socted spork plugs. That
in turmn, made the engine hard to start. Other
problems include stalling. pinging and poor
performance. A short-term solution could be
1o use "hotter” spark plugs. bul | strongly
recommend you don't use it at all, B8P has just
released o 98 octong unieoded fuel, colled
8P Uttimate. it is a ‘clean’ fuel with only it
benzene and less than 50 ppm of sulphur, You
can convert It 1o o LEP by odding one of the
mony octane boosters with upper cylinder
lubekcants now avallable. Good results have
been reported from Hitows FormulalkiF
Octane Boost while Ron Flood is an ogent for
an indine fuel combustion cotatyst unit that's
worth consigdering. Uitimate s avalloble from
&P Haminyup but other oullets will have it
soon. Unleaded Corveltes will also perform
batter with a highar cclans fusl, Youll fesd the
difference. Another oplion for leaded cors s to
have your engine mod fied to operate on
ueaded fuel.

You will probably be awore of the recent deoth
of Robert Shannon, the founder of Shannons
Yintage ond Classic ¥Yehicle insurance. The
sale of Shannons o Royal & Sun Aonce
Insurance has now Been finalised,
Policyholders can fesl comforiable In the
knowledge thal exisling cover will continue
through Royal & Sun Alllance Insurance,

The GH Doy |s on again on 2é8th November
2000, wWe've missed this event the lost fow
years but if your inferested In disploying your
car ond helping this year give Shenyl a colt.

That's it for now. | look forword fo seeing you
all on Sunday 16th.... drive it and keep waving.



| BEAT THE WORST WINTER

| WEATHER OR THOSE CHILLY

| SUMMER NIGHTS IN YOUR
CLUB JACKET.
SUPPORT YOUR CLUB IN A
CUSTOM MADE JACKET & CAP

CHECK OUT THE DETAILS THAT MAKE THIS A SUPERIOR GARMENT
FEATURING: |

| = Lmbrordered Club Logo

= Warm but Washable

= {Juilred Lining

« Kninted Bands

= Al Sizes in Stock

« fnmediate Delivery

o Stromg Dewble Studs o stop the Wind

lackets can be seen and purchased
al Corvelte Engineering

So don’t mmiss out on our

SPECIAL OFFER TO CLUB MEMBERS ONLY
['he Club Jacket Order Form

SIZES D |J |J |__I |:l D
M X1

5 | XL XXL XXXL
I-‘H}- only: Club Jacket & Free Cap . ... .. S0 ea
EXUR LI . oo e $10.00 ea
for more imloomation call ws on ((08) 9445 7737

Corvettes of Western Australia
PO} Box BE. [nnaloge Caly, &8 Fax (OF) 9445 TT35
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W.A.’s ONLY
CORVETTE SPECIALIST

Complete Mechanical, Electrical and Body Repairs
Conversions to R.H.D.

NEW AND USED PARTS FREE ESTIMATES

JcheveoLer

TONY KATAVATIS

Unit 12/15 Carben Court, Osborne Park W.A. 6017 Fax: 9445 7738



