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PRESIDENTS

REPORT

The results of the club survey into holding a corvette convention
here was met with an almost predictable conclusion that out of
a membership of 125 or so, only 26 members took the time and
60 cents worth of effort to respond. Based on those 26 members,
Perth will be stepping away from the convention circuit until at
least 2017 and this is subject to another state wishing to take up
the slot. This doesn’t mean that Perth is due to hold it then as
it will depend on a convention committee being on board to take
on the task and then approach the other clubs to slip back into
the convention circuit.
The recent Adelaide convention saw 5 local corvettes drive (two
were trailered to and from) and none were from Corvettes of WA..
Canberra is the host for next year’s convention and with a 4 speed
auto and a fresh motor going into my '69,,,,,,,,,:», who knows what
might take place. Food for thought.
Even though we had 13 corvettes on Display at Whiteman , the
overall quantity of vehicles were down compared to 2013. The
weather may have turned a few individuals off and also | believe
that other clubs also had events on at the same time. The crowds
were down on numbers as well. Mustangs of WA only had 3 cars.
The club AGM is rapidly approaching and as most of the commit-
tee will be stepping down it will a good time to inject some ideas
and new people onto the committee. Don’t forget that the date has
changed to 9th June and that supper will be provided.
The past year has had some great events and in the main they
have been well attended (subject to the weather).If you are not
able to take up a position on the committee and have an idea or
two that you could offer the new committee,,,please do!
As all ideas will be taken on board and acted on. It’s your club
too!
Thank you to the 2014 committee for your input and effort.
Regards, Ron Flood ............ President 2014

It's only when you see a mosquito landing on your testicles
that you realise that there is always a way to solve problems
without using violence.
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Waleoms to Corvatias of WA Ine.
Corvettes Of WA Inc. is dedicated to the enjoyment and appreciation of America's finest sports car
the Chevrolet Corvette. The Club is based in Perth, WA (Western Australia), Australia and has an
active and enthusiastic membership. New members are always welcome and visitors to our website
are encouraged to browse and learn a little more about Corvettes "down under".

Maaiings
Club meetings are held bi-monthly at the Bassendean Bowling Club
(Entrance via Hamilton Street) commencing at 7.00 p.m.
Please check the club website for meeting dates.

Corraspondsnss Websits
Please address all correspondence to: www.corvettesofwa.com
The Secretary
Corvettes of W.A. Car Club Inc.
PO Box 555, Cloverdale
Western Australia 6985 3



Subject: Tyres on CORVETTES.
A timely reminder from Mike Gocs. (Qld. Corvette Club)

Two Club Members have recently had situations worth mentioning.
Most Corvette owners do not rack up high mileage on their cars,
consequently, it is easy to forget that the " good looking" tyres on
our Corvettes could be many years old. One of our members had im-
ported a mid- year and after two tyres had side- wall bulges, he de-
cided to check the manufactured dates. They were 23 yrs old !!
Another member had two blow- outs and his tyres were only 13 years
old.

If you Google " date codes for car tyres" there is a lot of information
available.

IDIOT SIGHTING 7: When my husband and | arrived at a car dealership to
pick up our car after a service, we were told the keys had been locked in it.
We went to the service department and found a mechanic working feverishly
to unlock the driver's side door. As | watched from the passenger side, | in-
stinctively tried the door handle and discovered that it was unlocked. 'Hey,' |
announced to the technician, 'its open!' His reply, 'l know. | already did that
side.' Holden Dealership Townsville Qld

CORVETTRICS sl & Lee-Anne Mair

For Your Vettish Needs 9351 8877

* Mechanical
* Electrical
* Licensing

Specialising in restoration & Performance work on U.S & Aussie
Chrome Bumper Muscle Cars




YOUR CLUB MAGAZINE
Hardcopy or Electronic?

There was some discussion recently as to whether the magazine

should remain as a hardcopy or distributed electronically.

As I see it electronic distribution has a number of benefits:

* No postage costs for the club - a significant saving as the maga
zine is now $1.40 to post.

* No printing costs.

* No envelope or packing.

* No pressure to try and fill a set number of pages. As I sit here
now trying to put this issue together I have 22 pages that are
blank with nothing to fill them. With almost zero member contri
butions I am always struggling for content.

An electronic magazine could be any number of pages as
required by available content.

» Easier to meet deadlines.

If I haven’t been voted out at the AGM I plan to raise this issue
with the (new) committee at the next committee meeting.
However I would like member feedback on this.

[f you have any comment on this please email me at
“andypriest@westnet.com.au”

If I don’t hear from you I would assume you have no objection to
changing.

[ have raised this in the current issue of the club magazine as, due
to a previous commitment I will not be able to attend the AGM.
Andy Priest
Editor
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CLUB EVENTS FOR JUNE - AUGUST 2014
June 2014

FRIDAY - 6th Friday Night Cruise - BBQ at Zeljko & Jacky’s 7 - 7.30pm
plenty of parking

MONDAY - 9th - Annual General Meeting — Bassendean Bowling Club @
7pm — Supper Provided

SUNDAY - 22nd - Go Karts — Big Track in Belmont
July 2014

FRIDAY 4th - Friday Night Cruise - Cruise to a Members House TBA - Do
you have room for us? — depart 7pm

SUNDAY 20th - Christmas in July @ Oakover Winery in the Swan Valley

MONDAY 22nd - General Meeting — Bassendean Bowling Club @ 7pm -
Supper provided

AUGUST 2014

Please check club website for update on August events.




CONCESSIONAL VEHICLES..code 404

At the last CMC meeting there was no indication when the DoT were going to
make available the paperwork for the owners of concessionally licensed vehicles
which indicate the relevant changes to the system we now enjoy. There are
verbal rumours of the fines and actions that the police may take if an owner gets
busted for breaching the guidelines. To assist any code 404 owner who wishes
to use his or her code 404 vehicle on an occasion that is NOT listed in the club
magazine or via the email and wishes to be protected thru CofWA ,they will need
to do the following.

Send an email to either the CofWA club President or secretary stating the DATE
, EST START & FINISH, REG of Vehicle along with your name.

2, The President / secretary will respond confirming your request and logging it
into the club records.

3, When a response has been received, a print out needs to be done and taken
with you, along with current rego papers of the vehicle on the journey that is
proposed.

4, This is to cover you for insurance purposes and will validate being on the
road if “ Mr Plodd” decides to do a check.

Ultimately, the onus is on the owner / driver to comply as a breach of this could
result in a substantial fine and your vehicle being taken off code 404.

Code 404 vehicles can be used on any CMC sanctioned event.

When Dot documentation becomes available, you will be advised accordingly ,
so until then..... use ,but don't abuse !l

=T

This is a bus stop in Montreal

Fibreglassing

All types of work including: Moulding
Fabrication
Contact Barry on 0422 451 429 Modifications

Unit 4/35 Owen road, Kelmscott

Repairs




Some Basic Corvette Maintenance ltems.

CAUTION: When you are doing these checks, the vehicle could move suddenly.
If it does, you or others could be injured.

Brake-Transmission Shift Interlock (BTSI) Check (Automatic Transmission)
1. Before you start, be sure you have enough room around the vehicle. It should
be parked on a level surface.

2. Firmly apply the parking brake (see “Parking Brake” in the Index if necessary).
NOTE: Be ready to apply the regular brake immediately if the vehicle begins to
move.

3. With the engine off, turn the key to the ON position, but don’t start the engine.
Without applying the re?ular brake, try to move the shift lever out of PARK (P) with
normal effort. If the shift lever moves out of PARK (P), your vehicle’s BTSI needs
service.

Starter Switch Check

1. Before you start, be sure you have enough room around the vehicle.

2. Firmly apply both the parking brake (see “Parking Brake” in the Index if nec-
essary) and the regular brake. NOTE: Do not use the accelerator pedal, and be
ready to turn off the engine immediately if it starts.

3. On automatic transmission vehicles, try to start the engine in each gear. The
starter should work only in PARK (P) or NEUTRAL (N). If the starter works in any
other position, your vehicle needs service. On manual transmission vehicles, put
the shift lever in NEUTRAL (N), push the clutch down halfway and try to start the
engine. The starter should work only when the clutch is pushed down all the way
to the floor. If the starter works when the clutch isn’t pushed all the way down,
your vehicle needs service.

Steering and Suspension Inspection

Inspect the front and rear suspension and steering system for damaged, loose
or missing parts, signs of wear or lack of lubrication. Inspect the power steering
lines and hoses for proper hook-up, binding, leaks, cracks, chafing, etc.

Tire and Wheel Inspection
Inspect the tires for uneven wear or damage. If there is irregular or premature
wear, check the wheel alignment. inspect for damaged wheels.

Exhaust System Inspection

Inspect the complete exhaust system. Inspect the body near the exhaust system.
Look for broken, damaged, missing or out-of-position parts as well as open seams,
holes, loose connections or other conditions which could cause a heat build-up in
the floor pan or could let exhaust fumes into the vehicle.

Radiator and Heater Hose Inspection

Inspect the hoses and have them replaced if they are racked, swollen or deterio-
rated. Inspect all pipes, fittings and clamps; replace as needed. Clean the outside
of the radiator and air conditioning condenser. To help ensure proper operation,
a pressure test of the cooling system and pressure cap is recommended at least
once a year. 11



Amazing 50-60’s Town

These photos are not so ordinary as it might appear at first glance.The fact is
that each and every shot is a part of a miniature world carefully constructed
and photographed by the amazing artist Michael Paul Smith.










Tales from the Hood

Q: | hope you can help me with a problem. | recently went out to check on my
'85 Corvette, which | haven't used for about six months. When | pulled the hood
release, the hood would not open. What's the best way to rectify this situation?

A: This is a common problem on C4 Corvettes. The first thing to try is to have
someone actuate the release handle while you pull up on each corner of the
hood. This will sometimes cause the hood to release from the latch.

If that doesn't work, you may need to purchase a hood-release tool. These are
available from most Corvette vendors for about $20. Note that if you're handy,
you might be able to fabricate your own tool using the accompanying photo as
a reference.

Opening a C4 Hood with a Hood-Opening Tool

1. Open the driver door and position yourself near the doorjamb.

2. Insert the small end of the hood-opening tool between the hood and the door-
hinge pillar, making sure the tip of the tool is pointing up.

3. Rotate the handle of the tool 180 degrees clockwise. This should position the
tool's tip next to the latch lever.

4. Push the tip of the tool to the right; this should force the latch toward the
center of the car and release it.

5. It may take several attempts to maneuver the tool into the correct position
to release the latch. If the latch is stuck, it may be necessary to have someone
press down lightly on the hood directly over the latch while using the tool.

6. Lift the hood and remove the tool.

When you get the hood open, be sure to lubricate all of the moving parts and
adjust the slack out of the latch-release cable. If the cable has already been

b | 15




My 58 Corvette Story

This story is reprinted form the internet - | thought members might find it
interesting.

| bought a 1958 Corvette in late 1970 when | was going to Navy diving
school in San Diego, CA. | was riding a San Diego city bus when it passed a
speed shop called the Service Centre. Sitting in front with a for sale sign on
it was a pretty red Corvette with chrome reversed wheels and teardrop cowl in-
duction hood. At the time it was owned by a fellow name Hugh Williams, | re-
member that he was a submariner because he had a decal in the rear window
proclaiming such. Hugh said it was the only manual transmission car his deaf
wife could drive because it had a tachometer in it to let her know when to shift.
The car was set up for drag racing. Along with the cowl hood it also had trac-
tion bars. It is interesting to note that the car looked like it was a factory built
race car. It was a radio/ heater delete car with the high horsepower engine. At
some point in its life it had been bored to a 301. | bought it for $700, which at
the time was what | could afford; | got a loan from the Navy Base credit union.
It needed a little work when | got it. Third gear was out of it and the ring gear
on the flywheel would slip when you tried to start the engine cold. After the
engine was warm and the car had driven only a short distance, the aluminium
flywheel would expand and it would start on its own. It had big valve heads,
probably the original ones that had badly worn valve guides, it smoked a little.
It was kind of sad that | didn't have the time or money to rebuild the valuable
original heads.

Another picture Hugh Williams
took before | bought the car.

A picture taken in 1970 in front of
the service centre where | saw the
car for sale.

In only a few weeks with the help of one of my buddies from diving school,
| rebuilt the transmission in the locker room at diving school and rebuilt the
motor in the parking lot of the WWII barracks the diving school class stayed.
One thing in my favor was the accessibility of the engine with no accessories.
On the Corvette you could drop the pan while the engine was in the car.



| found a pair of used heads that were off of a '69 Chevy pickup 350. Not
having room to bring the old heads home, | left them sitting along side the
barracks. | putin a new flywheel, clutch, and pressure plate. | got it running
only a couple days before | was to head for my new duty station at Norfolk,
VA.

One of the other guys who graduated with me from diving school was also get-
ting transferred to the east coast. He wanted to ride with me but there was not
enough room for both our seabags and luggage. By the time | got checked out
it was about 2:00 p.m. | drove past midnight varying my speed breaking the
new engine properly. | was in the desert maybe 1:00 a.m. no traffic in sight,
highway straight as a shot. | had been watching the odometer, when | got past
the magic 500 mile break in period | thought to myself it was time to start put-
ting some miles on and let this puppy roll. | let my speed creep up, 70, 80, 9
what's that? Cherry lights out here, the middle of the desert, the middle of the
night? Damn, | don't even know where this guy was hiding. | got pulled over in
the middle of the Arizona desert for speeding and | had only started running
this fast just a few miles ago. | don't know if this guy was real or not but he
was not going to let a sailor go without paying a $25 cash fine! That happened
to be a good chunk of the cash | had! The $25.00 fine | had just gotten took
the fun out of driving for the night and | was getting tired. Some how, in the
middle of the night in the middle of the desert | found a little "art deco" motel
that had a cheap room available.

The next day | found myself headed toward Amarillo, TX. The Corvette didn't
have a radio and even if it would have, it was so desolate it would have been
hard to keep a station very long. It was still early in the day and it started to
get cold and cloudy but the 301 was running just fine. When | stopped for gas
it was then | noticed how really cold it was getting. Back on the road | noticed
something blowing across the road from the north, I'm thinking, "your kidding
right?" It was starting to snow. That's O.K. this won't last long, I'm in Texas.
Yeah, right! After a while it started building up on the roadside and behind sign
posts. Then | noticed snow blowing through the tiny gap at the top of the driv-
ers window. When the snow was really building up outside | saw snow starting
to settle in the coves over the gauges on the dash. Since this was a heater
delete car | started to realize it could get cold. | purposely took the southern
route, 1-10 so | would be in warmer weather. | found a blanket to help keep me
warm which | wound up keeping in the car. It accompanied me across the coun-
try and came in useful many times. When | reached Amarillo the snow was get-
ting hard to drive in and | was getting cold and hungry and decided to stop to
eat and warm up and let this thing blow over. | pulled into a roadside diner and
almost got stuck pulling into a parking spot. While | was eating it kept snow-
ing harder and harder and before | was done the little diner was full of people.



Then came the news that we were in the middle of a blizzard and the State Police
had issued a warning that it was getting dangerous out on the Interstate and they
would not be allowing anyone to go back out on it. The Corvette was in a safe spot
so | walked a block or so to the nearest motel but | was already too late, all the
rooms were taken and the other motels were full too. | walked back to the standing
room only at the diner to wait there. There was barely a seat left. When it started
getting dark word came around that there would be a place to sleep at the Baptist
Church a couple blocks away. Did you ever try to sleep in a church? | mean when
other people were trying to sleep, all in the same room. I'm guessing there may
have been 60 to 80 people camping overnight there. The benches were hard and
a lot of people were snoring LOUD! | left a small donation but it was a miserable
nights sleep. The next morning was a beautiful sunshiny morning but cold and the
snow seemed to be a foot deep. | met an older gentleman from Oklahoma City who
had wrecked his car and it was un-drivable. He wanted to hitch a ride to Ok. City
but | wasn't really interested, | had the Vette packed full of gear and my seabag
and a big painting of a horse on velvet, a souvenir of Tijuana which I still have, by
the way. It was that afternoon that they started letting cars back on the interstate
but we were warned it would be slow and one lane only. | got the Vette dug out
and was heading out on the road and the old guy just got in and said he needed a
ride so | let him go with me, | enjoyed the company though. The interstate was ice
packed and there were a lot of vehicles abandoned along the road.

There was at least one overpass that was completely snow bound but a trail-
er truck drove off the road, around the overpass and back on the road again. For
most of that day we averaged maybe 35 mph all in the same lane playing follow
the leader. The overpasses had one small lane trough them that was only wide
enough for a trailer truck to drive through. Toward the end of the day, | misjudged
one of the narrow lanes through an overpass and spun out and hit a snow bank.
Luckily, we were spaced out far enough and going slow enough no one plowed
into me but | did slide up a big drift. This was the first time | swear | heard fiber-
glass cracking. About 6 or 8 guys helped push the car back off the drift, every-
thing looked fine so it was back on the road again. We made Ok. City sometime
in the night, maybe 2 a.m. | dropped the old gentleman off at his house where he
offered a warm bed and a hot breakfast but | was not tired and on a mission. |
drove several more hours before fatigue caught up with me. | found a small gas
station/diner in the middle of the night. | sat at a table in the back of the diner
and laid my head on the table for a couple minutes but couldn't sleep. | filled
the car with gas had a cup of coffee and bought a pack of No-Doz. Back on the
road again. | was so, so tired but with the coffee and No-Doz my eyes were open
wide. | drove well into the day and found myself not far from my aunt and uncles
house in the middle of Missouri. | stopped in and my aunt Margaret was the only
one home. | asked if | could use the couch for a while, She gave me a warm bed.



| could only sleep for a couple of hours so late in the afternoon she fixed a meal
for me and sent me on my way. | arrived home around 7 p.m. as | remember. | went
to sleep right away and slept until noon the next day.

| had a couple weeks leave, the vacation was welcome. | hadn't been home
for a year and a half. My next duty station was the U.S.S. LaSalle, LPD-3, it was a
Marine troop carrier that carried about 2,000 Marines, 6 or 8 Marine landing craft,
and a whole bunch of Jeeps, and it also had a landing pad on the back for helicop-
ters. It was stationed in Norfolk, VA., a full days drive. | think it may have been 14
hours or so from home. There was no |-64 at the time which would have been virtu-
ally a straight shot. Instead, it was east on [-70 to Harrisburg, PA. then south for
a couple hundred miles. | thought this was so cool to have driven a '58 Corvette
from the Pacific to Atlantic Ocean.

One day | was driving on Hwy. 1 in Va. Beach, Va. It was a beautiful after-
noon, sun shining and a strong breeze blowing sand across the highway. Coming
up on a red light | was caught in a chain reaction. | was coming up on a Ford
Torino but with the sand blowing across the highway | lost just enough traction to
slide into the back of the Torino. It wasn't a hard hit but the hood popped open
and | heard glass break and fiberglass crack. This was the second time | heard
fiberglass crack. | was sick when | got out of the car but totally surprised to see
the only damage to the Corvette was two broken headlights! The only damage to
the Torino was a small egg sized dent in the bumper. | offered the other driver
$100. More than enough to buy a new bumper and have it installed on his car. He
insisted that the police be called and fill out an accident report. | again offered to
take care of the damages but he refused. | got a ticket for following too close so
| chose to let my insurance take care of his car. The cop told me it was not real
unusual for this to happen when driving near the beach in a car with big tires. |
paid my $30 ticket and had just about forgot about the incident. He actually saved
me $70! About a month later the guy driving the Torino shows up at the ship to
talk to me. He said his insurance was going to take a big jump because of the ac-
cident. He was begging me to settle it off the books just like | wanted to do in the
first place. | told him no deal, we had to call the police and | had to get a ticket. |
kind of laughed and told him it was taken care of on my end. He was pissed but it
served him right for not listening to me. By the way, my insurance DIDN'T go up.
One day | found myself at the drag strip in Va. | was going to race it but it didn't
pass inspection, it didn't have an approved scatter shield. This is the only time |
tried to race it at a drag strip.

After a couple of months the LaSalle went into dry-dock at the Phila-
delphia shipyard in Philadelphia, PA. One Sunday | had duty but the night
before | had been out drinking with a couple buddies. The next day there
were a couple beers left in the trunk so later in the day a buddy and |
snuck a couple cups full of ice out to the parking lot and drank beer on ice.



| have to admit it was the best beer on ice | had ever had but it would have been
a Captains Mast had we been caught. | probably wouldn't do stuff like that today.
It was while the ship was in dry-dock in Philadelphia | found a salvage yard that
had two C-1 Corvettes in it, as best as | remember one was a '58 and one was a
'59. The '59 had been burnt in a fire and all that was left were the hard parts, |
got to see first hand what was left after a fire. I'm sure today most of the frame,
motor, and transmission would have been salvageable, maybe they were but this
was an active yard that was not big. Cars didn't spend much time there before
they were crushed. The '58 however was still mostly there. It may have had front
end damage that totalled it. It was here that | bought the convertible top frame.
| paid $15 for the frame and mounting brackets. | never got around to putting a
soft top back on the car but | did let the parts pass on to the next owner. Today,
the convertible top frame would bring more than what | sold the whole car for in
1974, $1000.

When the ship was headed back down to Norfolk the Captain passed the word
that anyone who wanted transport their car in the cargo hold of the ship back to
Norfolk with us could sign a waiver of liability and we would take the cars with us.
There would be a bus to bring anyone back to get their car if they did not want to
take it on the ship. | thought what the hey, it would be neat to take your car for a
ride on a U.S. Navy ship, it was not everyday you had that opportunity. Besides,
the Corvette was fibreglass so a little salt spray wouldn't hurt it. When | saw how
the cars were loaded | was satisfied it would be a safe trip. You drove your car
on a big pipe frame supported by cables that lifted the car by the wheels which
were lifted by a huge shipyard crane. When your car was loaded on the ship you
tied it down yourself with cargo straps. No problem. | signed the release and got
the 'Vette. It was a little scary when | watched the cables tighten and start to lift
the car. Although Corvettes were small they were still a heavy car. | don't know
why | never got a picture of all the civilian cars on the navy ship but | didn't. That
would be priceless! It was a one day trip back to Norfolk and the cars would be
there with us. Just unload them and party on. The guys who didn't take their cars
on the ship had a whole days work to ride back to Philly on the bus just to get
their car. When | saw how they were unloading the cars | had a HEART ATTACK!
What | didn't know was there was not the same loading/unloading sling in Norfolk
as there was at Philly! What they were using was a sling of two cables that ran
front to back on the car, using the bumpers on either end for support. Corvettes
don't have bumpers made to support the car. | was SICK! Being | was in A divi-
sion | had access to the structural metal supply. | was scrounging and digging
trying to fabricate a better makeshift sling. After they got done with the big cars
they changed the sling for the smaller cars using two cargo nets that supported
the wheels. | was one of the last cars to unload and | didn’t get my frame support
done in time. It was time to unload. One thing in my favor was the big wide tires



completely filled the fender wells and stuck out slightly from the sides. It was
time to move it and | had signed the waiver, if the car was damaged, it was on
me. Cargo nets are made from rope and the Navy had good ones but there was
nothing to protect the sides of the car when it was lifted. The crane operator
was good and he took his time. The nets pulled up under the tires, but they also
pulled in from the sides. | swear, this is the third time | heard fiberglass crack.
The car moved ever so slowly over to the pier, then down, slowly, slowly. From
the ship, the car didn't look to bad. | was so surprised after close inspection |
couldn’t find a mark on the car! AMAZING! | was happy, it was time to party!

One night a couple buddies and | were out on the strip, just outside the gate of
the Norfolk Naval station. We met three girls who lived at Va. Beach.

Jim Gibson

Unit 1, 68 Collingwood Street Phone: (0B) 9446 9613
Osborne Park 6017 Fax: (08) 9446 8101
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LEE * Delco Computer Re-Programming
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After a couple hours of bar hopping they said they were ready to head back
to their apartment, could we give them a lift? NO PROBLEM! | went out to
the parking lot to get the car, | would meet them out front. When | pulled up
in a Corvette they questioned that we would all fit. After about a 10 second
discussion we all decided we would try. You must realize there were bars
and lockers lining both sides of the road for a quarter mile or so. | was driv-
ing and | crowded the driver’s door as close as | could. Next (Oh, by the
way, this was during the winter and the top was on!) the smallest of the girls
crawled in and laid on the package tray behind the seats. Then the next girl
got in and was sitting as much behind the steering wheel as | was. Three
were in and there were three more to go. The next guy got in and sat pretty
much on the console. Then the third girl got in. Just as the last guy was get-
ting in a pair of shore patrol appeared standing next to us out of no-where.
Uh-oh, this was the law! Also, by now there was a crowd gathering to see
what was going on. As the last guy was getting in one of the girls in a nice
flirty way asked the shore patrol if we were about to get in trouble for this.
They looked at each other, kind of enjoying the show, and said if all six of
us could fit in the car and drive away they wouldn't try to stop us. They last
guy squeezed in. | pushed in the clutch and asked someone to put the car
in first gear. | was two people away from the shifter! Somebody said the car
was in gear, let's go. | made a U-turn in four lane traffic and we made the
five miles or so, all in one trip. None of us were totally sober and it would
not have been a surprise if we had been pulled over!!

As far away from home as | was, | still tried to make it home on holiday week-
ends. The ship would knock off on Fri. afternoon. | would drive all night and
make it home by Sat. morning. A couple hours sleep and | would have Sat.
night, Sun. night and Mon. morning. | would leave home at noon Mon. and be
at the ship by muster Tues. morning! | guess that Corvette just loved to drive.
| remember Christmas/New Year weekend of '71/'72 | came home for Christ-
mas for 4 days. | drove back to Norfolk to stand my two 4 hour watches. After |
stood my watches | realized | had another 4 days. | turned the Corvette around
a came home again. | forget if gas was cheap, it must have been because an
E4 didn't make just a whole lot of money. It was one of these long weekends
a buddy who lived near Cincinnati, OH. He said he would split gas money if |
would drop him off and pick him up on the way back. Hey, this made the trip a
lot cheaper, at least 2/3 of it. On this particular trip | had just picked him up on
the way back. As | was accelerating down the on ramp | happened to glance at
the oil gauge only to see it setting on 0. | shut the engine off, coasted, would
restart, and coast again until | got to the next ramp a couple miles away and
rolled into a service station. It was Sunday evening and the service station lift
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was not being used. The attendant let me and my buddy put the 'Vette on the
rack to see what was wrong. It seemed as though the oil pump just wasn't
pumping. One nice thing about a '58 Corvette is that you can drop the oil pan
without pulling the engine. We had the oil pan off in only 1/2 hour or so. When
we pulled the oil pump, we saw the oil pump drive shaft was broken. No big
problem, just replace the oil pump and back on our way. One problem though.
This was not the modern day where there was an Auto Zone open until 8:00.
We would have to wait until morning for parts. We stayed at my buddy’s house
that night and first thing Monday morning we had the parts to fix it. We called
the ship to let them know why we were late and that we would be there in the
afternoon. With new parts in we were on the road by 8:30.

We arrived maybe 5 hours late but we didn't miss ships movement so we
thought it was no big deal, we should have been covered, or so we thought.
The next day we were called before the captain, what they call a Captains
Mast, kind of like a court hearing in civilian life. The captain was apologetic
but said he had to give us 2 weeks extra duty. Two weeks extra duty meant
you could not leave the ship for two weeks and you had to work an extra 4
hours on top of your 8 hour day.

That SUCKS! Most divisions would cover their men for a day if they knew what
the circumstances were. It was around this time that | had a guy wanting to buy
the 'Vette.

PHU P}UHI WJ'L Vince Romeo

BAYSWATTEHR Proprietor
PRO PANEL & PAINT PTY LTD

Custom body andfaint work, fibreglass body
repairs, and full insurance work.

"For all your professional car body
repaqirs and paint'

Tel: 2371 9500
Fax: 9272 5334

propaintwa@bigpond.com

1/18-20 Drynan Street
Bayswater WA 6053
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| found a '60 Jaguar convertible for $1000. | remember the beautiful long alumi-
num valve covers of a V-12 that looked like it needed lots of new gaskets to stop
the oil leaks. Everything was in place to make a car trade. The night before the
trade | happened to think, what if | had been driving a Jaguar instead of a Cor-
vette. How many days or weeks would it have taken to get parts? After coming
to my senses | realised that maybe | would just keep the 'Vette.

It was during this time | had just paid off the 'Vette | decided to buy a motor
cycle. | found a Kawasaki 175 Enduro that had been stripped for racing. A com-
mercial pilot owned the bike and for whatever reason decided to sell it. The engine
had been worked over, it had a racing rotor valve, port work, and extended rear
wheel. It was as fast as any other bike in its class. | didn't have a trailer for it
though. | bolted a hitch to the frame of the Corvette and to that was a bracket that
the front tire of the motorcycle sat it. | forget if | needed help lifting the front wheel
on the bracket or not but after the bike hooked up | would take of the chain and the
dirt bike would follow the 'Vette every where it went. The motorcycle got a change
of duty stations for me though. During a race (I was in the front 2 or 3 bikes of a
40 bike field) | locked handle bars with another bike and got ran over by 3 or 4
more before they got everything shut down. | got beat up pretty bad on that one.
| broke about 5 bones in my lower back from that accident. One bike went right
over the middle of my back and another hit my helmet. It left some deep gouges
in the helmet but the knobby tracks across the back of my jacket washed out after
a month or so. | was in the broken bone ward of the Naval Hospital in Norfolk
for a month. If you were away from your duty station for more than 30 days you
got transferred to a new duty station. If | had done that 6 months sooner, | prob-
ably would have been sent to a duty station that had a diving billet. | was a Navy
Second Class diver but my ship, the USS LaSalle, didn't have a diving officer so
| couldn't dive. That is another story.

Back to the Corvette. After | got out of the Navy, the state cop decided he
didn't like the mufflers | had on the Corvette. After several stops he was getting
annoyed from the mufflers that were on the car even though | had to have dot
legal mufflers to get a base sticker for the Norfolk Navy base which was still on
the car. | finally made him happy. | painted the mufflers with aluminium paint to
make them look brand new. He took the bait and finally left me alone, the car
never was loud.

| remember one night my buddy Rex and | were cruisin’ with the top down.
We stopped at the park shootin’ the bull with a couple other car loads of kids and
knockin’ down a couple Budweisers, the same park the cops sat at, it must have
been a popular place. We noticed lightning to the west but we kept drinkin” and en-
joyed the light show. Storms were moving in but we still had a few beers to go.
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Finally the wind picked up, thunder got louder and rain was on its way. We didn't
move until it started to rain. | had 7 miles to get to the top. We jumped in the car,
| went to fire it up and it backfired through the carburettor and caught on fire. Rex
jumped out, grabbed the floor mat, jerked the hood open and started beating out
the flames. The engine fired up, Rex jumped back in and we were headed to get
the roof on. | wasn’t watching the speedometer but the Vette was fast enough we
never got wet in the pouring rain with no roof, until we stopped to put it on, that
is.

After | was out of the Navy for several months | was ready to reclaim the '66
SS 396 | let my brother drive and take care of while | was away. | knew a couple
of guys who had a body shop with highway frontage along busy Route 3 in Ruma,
lllinois. They let me park the Vette there with a for sale sign on it. When | first
parked it there | was asking $1200 which was a good price at the time. After a
couple of months | got a firm offer of $900 from a guy named Chuck Hardesty from
Caruthersville, Mo. | told Chuck my bottom dollar was $1000. About a week later
he came to pick it up. I have to admit | was somewhat sad seeing it head down the
road. | guess Chuck owned the car about 30 years. He some what headed toward
restoring the car. He found an original hood and some of the trim that had been
shaved when the car was modified sometime in the ‘60’s. | had heard he sold the
teardrop scoop off the original hood, someone told me there was just the outline
of the original hood left hanging on the wall, those style scoops aren’t even avail-
able any more. | had forgotten Chuck’s name but | remembered that he was from
Caruthersville, MO.
Some years ago | was at the Cape Girardeau Swap Meet. | came across a really
clean Pontiac Tempest. This car was so nice | wished | was looking for one. |
started chatting with the guy and in our conversation | asked him if he knew of
a car collector who would have bought a '58 Corvette in the early ‘70’s. He said
that would have been his dad who had recently passed away. | found out the car
was available again but it had been restored enough to be out of my price range.
Somehow, during these times, | was able to keep track of it. The car wound up
in the hands of a guy named Mike Peters who realized the uniqueness of the car
and is restoring it to its original design. | have talked to Mike several times and |
am glad the car found someone with the ability and patience to preserve a piece
of Corvette history. Mike has taken the car down to the frame and fiberglass and
is doing a meticulous restoration. Despite what the car had been through Mike
says the body is one of the nicest ones left. One of the nice surprises about the
car is that the original color is silver blue, very pretty but also not real common,
another of her well kept secrets.
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FOR SALE
The following parts (chrome bits) for a C4 Corvette.
Heater blower cap cover

3 x Master cylinder cap cover

2 x radiator reservoir cap cover
Washer reservoir cap cover
Contact lan Geddes 0418 919288

CLASSIFIEDS

=
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FOR SALE

Radum Scissor Lift: Capacity 2700 kg. Will lift to 1200mm.
Movable.

With all blocks and risers. Good working condition. Idea for
suspension & brake work. $1300 Andy Priest 0411 116 799

New Type of Terrorist

At Heathrow Airport today, an individual, later discovered to be a public school
teacher, was arrested trying to board a flight while in possession of a compass, a
protractor, and a graphical calculator.

Authorities believe he is a member of the notorious al-Gebra movement.

He is being charged with carrying weapons of math instruction.



FOR SALE: 1986 Corvette - doug nash 7 speed .4 plus 3. Needs a steering column
old one is broken 125k miles 350 TPIl. Runs well. Unlicensed.
Offers over $10,000 Contact Kevin 0418 943 280

“Lexophile" is a word used to describe those who have a love for words, such
as:

"you can fune a piano, but you can't tuna fish" (one of my favourites), or “to
write with a broken pencil is pointless.”

A competition to see who can come up with the best lexphillies is held every
year in an undisclosed location.

This year's winning submission is posted at the very end.

. When fish are in schools, they sometimes take debate.

. A thief who stole a calendar got twelve months.

. When the smog lifts in Los Angeles U.C.L.A.

. The batteries were given out free of charge.

. A dentist and a manicurist married. They fought footh and nail.

. A will is a dead giveaway.

. With her marriage, she got a new name and a dress.

. A boiled egg is hard to beat.

. When you've seen one shopping centre, you've seen a mall.

. Police were called to a day care centre where a three-year-old was resist
ing a rest,

. Did you hear about the fellow whose whole left side was cut off? He's all
right now.

. A bicycle can't stand alone; it is two tired.

. When a clock is hungry it goes back four seconds.

. The guy who fell onto an upholstery machine is now fully recovered.

. He had a photographic memory which was never developed.

. When she saw her first strands of grey hair she thought she'd dye.

. Acupuncture is a jab well done. That's the point of it.

And the cream of the wretched crop:

. Those who get too big for their pants will be exposed in the end. 27



Corporate Advertising Rates:

Business Card Adverts $100pa
Half Page Adverts $180pa
Full Page Adverts $300pa
Inside Front Cover : $400pa
Inside Rear Cover ~ $400pa
Rear Cover §400pa
. ; Web Page Adverts * $20pa
Business Profiles: ® only in conjunction with Magazine Advertising

Profile on Advertiser's business -
Full page  $100/issue
Half page $50/issue

Members Classifieds:

Classified “For Sale”, “Wanted”, “Swap” or “Free" ads are at no charge 10 club members. Deadlines for
submission will be 3 weeks prior to publication dates as listed in the information page. Ads will run for the
edition they are submitted for. If a member wishes an ad to be run again in the following edition the editor
must be notified prior to the deadline for that issue.

All enquiries regarding advertising or profiles should be made to the editor ar:
andypriest@westnel.com.au

Submissions should be made in PDF, Word or RTF format with photegraphs in PDF, JPEGor PNG format.
Image sizes are not critical as we will resize as required but try to compress them to around 300k max. for
ease of emailing.

Please note that all classifieds are in Australian Dollars (AUD) unless specified otherwise.

All advertising material is accepted on the understanding that it does not contravene the Trade Practices
Act.

No responsibility is accepted by Corvettes of WA Ine. for statements made or the failure of any product or
service to give satisfaction. Inclusion of an advertisement shall not be construed as an endorsement by Cor-
vettes of WA Inc.

Club Disclaimer and Indemnity Statements

Corvette, Chev, Chevralet, GM and Stingray are registered Trade Marks of General Motors. Advertisers,
agents and copy contributors, Private or Commercial, upon and by lodging material with the Corvettes of
WA Inc. car club for publication indemnifies the Corvettes of WA Inc. car club, its Office Bearers and Mem-
bers against all liability claims or proceedings whatsoever arising from said publications, and without lim-
iting, the generality of the foregoing, to indemnify each named in relation to defamation, slander of titles,
breach of copyright, infringement of trademarks or names of publications titles, unfair competition or trade
practices, royalties, violation of rights of privacy and WARRANTY that the material complies with relevant
laws, regulations, and as to its authenticity, and that its publication will not give rise to any writs against
or liabilities by Corvettes of WA Inc. car club at all and in particular, that nothing there-in is capable of
being misleading or deceptive or otherwise in breach of Part V of the Trades Practices act 1984.
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“NO ONE KNOWS YOUR
PASSION LIKE SHANNONS.”

Shannons insurance is for motoring enthusiasts just like you, with features like:

B Choice of repairer ® Agreed value ® Multi-Vehicle & Multi-Policy discounts
® Limited Use & Club Plate cover M Laid up cover ® One excess free
windscreen claim per year ™ Total Loss Salvage options ™ Home Contents
Insurance including $10,000 enthusiast cover for your collectables & tools

® Towing & storage costs as a result of loss or damage ® Pay by the month
premiums at no extra cost

Call Shannons on 13 46 46 for a quote on your special car, daily drive, bike or
your home, and speak with a genuine enthusiast.

o iy A

SHARE THE PASSION

INSURANCE FOR MOTORING ENTHUSIASTS | CALL 13 46 46 FOR A QUOTE | SHANNONS.COM.AU
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